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The Shepherd’s Voice

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May 
your worship today inspire and em-
power you for Christian discipleship 
this week.  We ask that you provide 
your name, address and phone 
number in the blue Friendship 
Register at the end of the rows.  
We promise not to pester you. 
 
We welcome and encourage our 
little people to join us for worship!  
However, child care is available 
in the nursery for your convenience 
if you prefer.  Activity bags for kids 
are also available in the hallway.  A 
diaper changing table is available 
in the nursery bathroom. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the 
Sound Booth. 
 
For information on where to park 
on Sunday mornings, please check 
the second to last page of this 
newsletter or the Welcoming Space 
table.  Questions?  Check with a 
staff member or call the office at 
329-0696. 
 

 
Information Kiosk in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regu-
lar inspiration, updates, and con-
nection throughout the week!  ❖ 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 
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Long Range Planning 
Focus Group Discussions 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, March 8 at 7pm  
Sunday, March 18 at 10am 

 
 

 

Your input is essential! 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars now!  On Thursday, March 8, at 7pm 
and Sunday, March 18 at 10am the Long Range Planning 
Team invites you to participate in a second round of focus 
group discussions.  These discussions are an opportunity to 
check back in with the congregation about what we’ve heard 
from you as we move forward in making recommendations for 
our 5-year plan.  Your input is an essential part of this pro-
cess!  Please look for us in Shepherd Hall. 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org


    Shepherd’s Voice, March 2018, page 3 

Making Space 
 
In preparation for some houseguests, Amy and I recently asked our 

kids to help pick up the playroom.  In our home the playroom serves 

as the central holding area for all the kids toys, and as such, is fre-

quently found in at least partial disarray.  Each of them was given sev-

eral age appropriate tasks that they completed with varying levels of 

success.  Our hope, of course, was that their efforts would make the 

overall job of cleaning the house an easier one.  They did not.  We 

lamented together, “They’ve just got too much stuff!!!”  Indeed, they 

do! 

 

It seems like for the past few generations, children in the United States have ended up with more 

stuff (toys, trinkets and ‘treasures’) than their parents before them.  Stuff accumulates everywhere 

until there is simply no more room—clearly evidenced by the “clean” state of our playroom. 

 

The somewhat tragic irony in collecting all this stuff is that it usually happens because parents 

want things for their children to do to keep them happy and busy.  We buy toys so they can play 

while we get this job or that errand done.  (If we’re lucky, we might even get to relax while they 

play!)  Yet, the first thing a child wants when playing—even with a new toy—is for someone else 

to play with them.  So, while we are out buying stuff to fill a need, we end up not only not filling the 

need, but quite literally piling on more stuff to our to-do list—the list of things that must be done 

before we can fill that need our children are clamoring for! 

 

I realize that some are going to say, “That’s not me” or “I don’t have kids at home anymore,” but 

the truth is we all fill our lives with things that cause us to miss our true needs.  We all buy into 

stuff that we think fills a need only to find that we’ve just been padding our to-do lists.  Jobs, 

schedules, relationships can all become “stuff” that we take on with the best of intentions only to 

later find that we’ve just got too much of them in our lives.   

 

The gift of the season of Lent is that it challenges us to make space in our lives so that we can 

remember our true need is to be with God.  Lent calls us to pick up what has been strewn before 

us and make space so that together with Jesus, we can walk the way of the cross.   We can make 

space in many different ways—when it comes to kids’ toys, some people prefer garage sales and 

others prefer organizing. Some of my friends have shared their plan this year to “purge” one extra 

“thing” from their lives each day as a Lenten discipline. Perhaps you prefer to “reorganize” your 

priorities without getting rid of anything. But however we do it, this season of preparation calls us 

to make space in our homes, our to-do lists, and our lives for the only One who can fill all or, for 

that matter, any of our real needs. 

 

Grace and Peace,  

Pr. Erik 

 

 A Message from Pr. Erik Allen 

 

 

 



Shepherd’s Voice, March 2018, page 4 

Kids’ Community: 
 
 

 

We have been doing a Lenten study of the sacrament of communion. We will continue this on March 
4

th
 and 11th. Then, we'll turn toward the Bible stories that lead us into the end of Lent and Palm Sun-

day. Join us!  
 
Also, you are welcome to all the services of Holy Week, especially Palms in the Park (9am Palm Sun-
day), Maundy Thursday and the Easter Vigil. These each have more "child friendly" elements.  
 
Note: No classes on Easter Sunday! 

 
 

Holy Communion Grade Learning Retreat 
 
In this season, we’ll once again be holding our Communion learning time. It’s for kids 
who:  

• are in the 4
th
, 5

th
, or 6

th
 grade whether or not they’ve already received communion 

• haven’t participated in a Communion retreat at church and/or are ready to receive 
this Sacrament (regardless of age). 

 
We invite and encourage you and your child to attend this two hour mini-retreat. For 
some children this serves as preparation for their first communion. If your child is al-
ready communing, this is an intentional learning time to revisit and explore the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion. Upper elementary students are particularly encouraged to attend because children at this age 
are in a unique place developmentally to broaden and deepen their understanding of this meal, so central to our growth 
as Jesus’ disciples.  
 
Parents play a very important part in this retreat with their children. Pr. Amy and Shaun will lead the retreat. For those 
interested, we’ll crowd-source a best day/time, maybe a Sunday afternoon or a Thursday night. Get in touch with Shaun 
at shaun@goodshepherdreno.org to make sure you’re connected to this learning retreat!  
 
 

Youth Group Dinner—March 11th, 6pm-8pm 
 
Come check-in together, pray and share about the Lenten journey, and look toward Easter/Spring together! It’s dinner so 
RSVP to Shaun at shaun@goodshepherdreno.org.  

 
Also, save the date: 
“Pre-Gathering BASH” - For youth students headed with to the National Gathering in Houston. We’re go-
ing to this pre-party on April 21st, a day trip to Sacramento.  
 

 

Baptismal Journey 
Sunday, March 11 at 10am 
The theme is “The Gift of the Word.”   
Baptismal Journey is a faith formation program at Good Shepherd especially for our youngest members and those who 
care for them. Parents, guardians, grandparents, godparents, and baptismal sponsors of those baptized in the past five 
years (or who are considering baptism) are encouraged to attend with or without children. Each meeting in this series 
will reflect on one of the many gifts of baptism. After a brief devotion on one of the gifts of baptism, children are invited to 
attend age appropriate programming and adults will meet together with a pastor to further discuss the gift of baptism and 
their role in supporting the child's growth in faith at home.  

mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
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We are thrilled that ten high school youth and three adult chaperones from 
Good Shepherd will travel to Houston, TX, to participate in the ELCA National 
Youth Gathering from June 27 through July 1, 2018. This is a longstanding tri-
ennial event that includes components of Christian formation, worship, prayer, 
local outreach, and, of course, fun. 
 
Our participating youth will need to raise $10,000 to cover the registration, trav-
el, lodging, and dining expenses for the trip. They have planned several up-
coming fundraising events to accomplish this goal: 

 

• March 18 – St. Patrick’s Day bake sale planned and orchestrated by the 
youth.  

 

• April 15 – An evening extravaganza with a silent auction and dramatic 
presentations. 

 

• April 22 – An Earth Day celebration and plant sale. 
 

• May 6 – A bake and craft sale as a lead-off to Teacher Appreciation 
Week. 

 

• May 19 – Ladies’ Tea Event 
 

• Dates TBA - Opportunities to patronize local establishments that agree to 
donate a portion of their proceeds to help with the trip. 

 
We ask for your support in whatever way, and to whatever extent, you are able 
to give. Possibilities include:   

 

1) donating an item or items for the silent auction;  

2) offering crafts or baked goods to sell;  

3) volunteering your time to help with one or more events;  

4) making a monetary contribution.  

 
Remember, this is an investment in a new generation of Lutherans, a new  
generation of committed church-goers, a new generation of church leaders!  
 
Look for a thermometer in the Welcoming Space to track our progress toward 
our goal. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions, ideas, or sug-
gestions to Pr. Tom Blake at prtom@goodshepherdreno.org or 765-744-1771. 

Help Us Get to the 2018 ELCA       
National Youth Gathering 

in Houston, Texas 

Pictures from the last 
National Youth 

Gathering held in Detroit 

Got Any Extra Flower Pots? 
 
Kids’ Community and the Youth will be growing spider plants to distribute as “air fresheners” on Earth 
Day Sunday, April 22.  If you have any extra pots (small or medium) we could use for planting, please 
bring them to church or to the office.  We’ll put them to good use!  (No crack pots please!) 

mailto:prtom@goodshepherdreno.org


Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith 

Sundays, 10am, Shepherd Hall 

The Sunday Morning Adult Faith Formation group will be continuing with an extended study of 
diverse religious groups. This study is open to all and is based on the book, Honoring Our Neigh-
bor’s Faith. In this book representatives from different groups tell their own story: who they are, 
what they believe, and how they practice.   
  
As people of faith, we are called to honor our neighbor’s faith and trust that it is as heartfelt as 
our own. The first step in so doing is to learn about our neighbors and what they believe. The 
goal is not to call into question our own beliefs or the beliefs of others, or to put these beliefs into 
a contest with one another, but rather, to imagine how as people of faith we might all live together 
in understanding and love. 
  
We meet in Shepherd Hall at 10am.  Grab your coffee or tea, some-
thing yummy to eat, and join the discussion.   
  
For March: 

 

• March 4 Baha’i Faith with special guest Dr. Bradley Corbin  

 

• March 11 Islam with special guest Sherif A Elfass, President of 
the Northern Nevada Muslim Community 

 
We are off March 18 so you can attend the Long Range Planning Fo-
cus Group.  March 25 is Palm Sunday and April 1 is Easter.  We will 
continue with Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith on April 8. 
 
Photo to the right:  Our February 18 study was on Hinduism with     
special guest Rajan Zed. 

Thursday Nights, 7- 8pm 
Fed and Forgiven  

  
During the season of Lent, adults and high school youth are invited 
to explore some of the many layers of meaning in the meal at the heart 
of Christian worship. These sessions are infused with a Lutheran under-
standing of grace, and draw the individual to see connections between 

what God has done and what God is doing now. This is a part of our Thursday Night "GIFT" curriculum, so childcare and 
elementary / middle school classes will also be provided. 

Weekday Adult Bible Classes 
  

Tuesdays | Noon—Bible class led by the upcoming Sunday’s preaching pastor at noon on Tuesdays 
in the Ministry Center.  Feel free to bring your lunch.   
  
Thursdays | 3pm—Study God’s Word with this self-led group weekly in the Ministry Center.   
  
Thursdays | 7pm—“Fed and Forgiven” - During the season of Lent, adults and high school youth will be exploring 
some of the many layers of meaning in the meal at the heart of Christian worship. 
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Welcoming Our Journeyers 

 

“And I have other sheep that are not of this fold.  I 

must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.  
So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” John 10:6  

 
The Sunday prior to Ash Wednesday, we celebrated 
the Rite of Enrollment with our journeyers.  In this 
beautiful ceremony, our journeyers committed to af-
firming their baptism in front of the congregation at 
the Great Vigil of Easter.  They signed their names in 
the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd register 
and we celebrated their commitment to continue their 
life in Christ.  This book contains the names of all 
those who have participated in the Journey With 
Christ ministry over the past 5 years.   
 
This rite also signifies the transition into the third 
stage of Journey With Christ, the Preparation for Bap-
tism stage.  Up to this point, journeyers have been 
inquiring into the mysteries of the faith and have been 
exploring what faith means to them and to others in 
our congregation.  Participating in this rite means they 
are now committed to continuing in the process 
through to the Easter Vigil.  During the Lenten season 
they will study the Bible and deepen their exploration 
into the life and teachings of Christ.   
 
Our Journey With Christ process culminates with the 
great Vigil of Easter on March 31 beginning at 6pm.  
This beautiful service of light and the Word is a per-
fect match with the thoughtful discussions our jour-
neyers have been having about faith and Jesus’s role 
in our everyday lives.  It prepares us to welcome the 
risen Christ, as we wait in joyful hope of his resurrec-
tion Easter morning.   
 
At the Vigil we will also witness our journeyers making 
public proclamations of their commitment to love and 
serve our Lord.  We all have the opportunity to renew 
our baptismal promises and promise to love and 
serve one another. 
 
We ask also that you keep our sponsors in your pray-
ers.  These dedicated members of our congregation 
have agreed to be companions to our journeyers and 
take time out of their busy schedules to participate in 
our weekly meetings.  Their support is invaluable to 
participants in Journey With Christ, and without them 
the process would not be possible. 
 
Come.  Help us welcome our journeyers into the fold.  
All are welcome! 
 
Journey With Christ Leadership Team: 
Nicole Guyette, guyetten@gmail.com, 750-9281  
Dolly Keller, elizabethdollyk@gmail.com, 870-1722 
Adam Welmerink, awelmerink@gmail.com, 622-1874 

Upcoming for the RIC Book Club 

 
Thursday, March 1st 7:00-8:30pm 
Stonewall: The Riots that Sparked the 
Gay Revolution by David Carter 

 
 

In 1969, a series of riots over police action 
against The Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New 
York City's Greenwich Village, changed the 
longtime landscape of the homosexual in soci-
ety literally overnight. Since then the event it-
self has become the stuff of legend, with rela-
tively little hard information available on the 

riots themselves. Now, based on hundreds of interviews, an ex-
haustive search of public and previously sealed files, and over a 
decade of intensive research into the history and the top-
ic, Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution brings 
this singular event to vivid life in this, the definitive story of one of 
history's most singular events. The book is the basis of the PBS 
American Experience documentary Stonewall Uprising. On 
Thursday, March 1st from 7:00-8:30pm we will gather in the 
Ministry Center to view portions of the PBS documentary and 
discuss the book / documentary. All are welcome! 

 

Thursday, April 26, 7pm 
LGBTQ people are a gift to the Church 
and have the potential to revitalize    
Christianity. 

 
 

In Queer Virtue, openly lesbian Episcopal priest, 
Rev. Elizabeth Edman posits that Christianity, at 
its scriptural core, incessantly challenges its ad-
herents to rupture false binaries, to “queer” lines 
that pit people against one another. Thus, Ed-
man asserts that Christianity, far from being hostile to queer peo-
ple, is itself inherently queer. Arguing from the heart of scripture, 
she reveals how queering Christianity—that is, disrupting simplis-
tic ways of thinking about self and other—can illuminate contem-
porary Christian faith. Pushing well past the notion that “Christian 
love = tolerance,” Edman offers a bold alternative: the recognition 
that queer people can help Christians better understand their fun-
damental calling and the creation of sacred space where LGBTQ 
Christians are seen as gifts to the church. 
 

Thursday, May 24, 7pm 
In this collaborative memoir, a parent and a 
transgender son recount wrestling with their 
differences as Donald Collins undertook 
medical-treatment options to better align his 
body with his gender identity.  
As a parent, Mary Collins didn’t agree with her 
trans son’s decision to physically alter his body, 
although she supported his right to realize him-
self as a person. Raw and uncensored, each 
explains her or his emotional mindset at the 

time: Mary felt she had lost a daughter; Donald activated his 
“authentic self.” Both battled to assert their rights. A powerful 
memoir and resource, At the Broken Places offers a road map for 
families in transition. 

mailto:guyetten@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethdollyk@gmail.com
mailto:awelmerink@gmail.com


February  
Highlights 

Shrove Tuesday toppings table for 
our pancakes;  below—our pancake 
flipper Greg Doerr and supervisor(s) 
Pr. Erik and Martin.  (Martin looks 
more confident in the flipper than 
Pr. Erik does . . . ) 

The staff ladies beat the gentlemen on Shrove 
Tuesday; below, the winning pancake: 

Chrism Mass at Good Shepherd—
Bishop Mark blesses the oil and  
offers prayers and laying of hands 
for the pastors 

Ash Wednesday; below—Midweek 
Worship around the Cross 

The Way of the  
Cross 



Tables of Gracers had  
their dinner mixed in 

with a birthday 
celebration!   

Happy birthday to  
John Handrich! 

GS Hikers go  
Snow-Shoeing 

 
Grace goes on strike when “the 

guys” want her at the back of the 
line.  But then she gets into the 
middle the line and later serves 
customers as the room manager 
evaluates.  Photos courtesy of 

John Handrich. 
 

The GS Hikers will be planning 
their 2018 Hiking Season on 

Wednesday, March 28 at 5:30 in 
Shepherd Hall.  It’s a potluck!  
Bring something to eat, your 

calendar and your ideas! 

Planners needed for the 

2018 Ladies’ Tea! 
 

We are pleased to bring back this lovely tradition!  If 
you would like to serve on the planning  committee 

for this year’s tea to be held on May 19, please email 
Erin Anderson at ebrosy@gmail.com 

mailto:ebrosy@gmail.com
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March Shared Harvest 
 

Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Lu-
theran churches who bring food once a month to work-
ing-poor families.  They deliver up to 82 bags of grocer-
ies each month.   
 

Bag assembly is at 1pm, March 25  
at Good Shepherd 

 
Our shopping list for March:   

• Canned Vegetables (We need 41 cans.) 

• Macaroni & Cheese (We need 55 boxes.) 

• Crackers (saltines) (We need 41 sleeves.) 

• Cold Cereal (We need 27 boxes.) 

• Deodorant (We need as many as possible.) 

 
 
2nd Mile Giving—Sun., Mar. 18 

Rwanda Companion Parish 
 

Every month on the third Sunday, we take a special 
offering called the “2nd Mile Offering” which is over and 
above the regular offerings received.  Each month we 
focus on a different ministry in our Synod.  
 
The March 18 offering will be distributed as follows:  

•  1/3 to Rwanda Companion Parish 

•  1/3 to serve poor people locally (Project Lazarus)   

•  1/3  to serve poor people worldwide    

Caring for Others 
Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet Needs 
 
For Men: 

• Pants, especially Jeans 

• Underwear and White Crew 
Socks (preferably new!) 

• Disposable razors 
 

For Women:   

• Jeans    

• Underwear (new) and Socks (many times socks are 
cute but not functional for the needs of our clients) 

    
Donations can be put into the Church bin marked Good 
Shepherd’s Clothes Closet located in the hallway between 
Shepherd Hall and the Welcoming space, dropped off in 
the Church Office during the week, or brought to the GSCC 
Monday thru Friday between 10am and 3pm.   
 
If you would like a receipt for tax purposes for donations 
left at Church, you can send an email to GSCC with your 
name and address on it, to: goodshepherdreno@gmail.com 
and a receipt will be mailed to you.  The Church Office also 
has receipts for the Clothes Closet, and you can stop by 
there, call or email Maribeth, and she can supply you with 
the receipt. 
 
Thanks to our Congregation for being so generous to 

GSCC! 

Got Any Extra Pillow Cases? 
Some of the quilters are making dog beds for local rescue 
shelters.  If you have any large or extra large pillow cases, 
please drop them by the office. 

Watch for  
possible traffic 
delays & detours  
The City of Reno will start work on their sewer rehabili-
tation project March 1 along Arlington and California.  
For the next few months, there MAY be construction 
detours, lane restrictions and street/alley closures that 
will affect how we get into our parking lot.  When we’re 
given enough notice to inform you, we will do so.   

mailto:goodshepherdreno@gmail.com
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Eddy House Meals 
 

We have had great response to serving our first 
month of meals at the Eddy House, both from our 
congregation and the homeless youth we are help-
ing to feed. Thank you to everyone who has con-
tributed! 
 
The Eddy House (located at 423 E. 6th Street) is a 
drop-in center for homeless, runaway, foster, and 

other at-risk youth, that helps meet basic needs and provides a safe place for 
youth to come in off the street, Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm. Due to zoning reg-
ulations, food cannot be cooked in the Eddy House kitchen, so the non-profit 
organization relies on donations of unrefrigerated food products such as gran-
ola bars and Cup-of-Soup noodles to help feed the kids. These nutrient poor 
convenience food products are largely what the homeless teenagers eat 
throughout the week. After learning of the extreme need for real, healthful 
food, Good Shepherd has committed to providing a warm, nutritious meal at 
2pm every Monday. This is one of the few healthy meals that the teenagers 
are now eating each week. The meals are especially appreciated on Mondays 
since the center is closed on weekends and many of the youth have gone 
without food during that time. 
 
Meal Signups 
We have created set menus for each Monday to ensure a balanced, nutritious 
meal and to determine the needed quantities of food to feed 60 young people. 
The online signup page for March, can be accessed at:    
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48adad2ba7fd0-eddy.   Please only 
donate food that you have signed up to bring. It’s important for us to know 
what is coming so we can try to fill in missing food items. The Eddy House 
also has a very small kitchen, and food that is not anticipated may go to 
waste. If you have any trouble using the online signup page, please call the 
church office at (775) 329-0696 for assistance. 
 
Food Preparation & Drop-Off 
Food should be cooked at home and placed in covered foil pans or other dis-
posable containers labeled “Eddy House.” Please do not use dishes that need 
to be returned. If you are not one of the delivery volunteers (see below), 
please deliver food to Shepherd Hall by 12:00 noon on Sunday OR deliver 
the food warm to Eddy House (423 E. 6th Street) at 1:50 pm on Monday. 
The meal is served at Eddy House at 2pm. Park in the driveway adjacent to 
the Eddy House and a volunteer will assist you in bringing the food inside. 
When signing up to bring your food items, include your plans for drop-
ping off/delivering/serving the food at the bottom of the day’s signup 
menu. 
 
Heating/Delivery Volunteers 
We still need 2 volunteers to meet at the church every 1st and 3rd Monday at 
12:45 pm to heat up the food that was left in Shepherd Hall kitchen on Sunday 
and to drive it over to the Eddy House by 1:50 pm along with the needed pa-
per goods for the meal. You can sign up to do this with your own food that you 
are bringing that Monday or can volunteer to just be a food warmer/driver on a 
specific Monday. (2nd and 4th Mondays are covered) If you are interested in 
serving in this way, please contact Kathi Hoy-Bianchi at (775) 391-2747 or 
reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for your very generous support of this new ministry program! 
It is already having an impact on the youth served by the Eddy House. Many 
were touched that people care enough to make them a home-cooked meal 
and have referred to the Monday meals as “soul food.” Through these meals, 
we are nurturing some of the youngest and most vulnerable hurting bodies 
and souls in our community. 

Lenten Collections 
Eddy House 

 

Our 2018 Lenten Collections is for Eddy 
House.  Because their needs change fre-
quently, they have created an Amazon 
wishlist which is updated regularly.   To 
access their wishlist at Amazon.com, go 
to:  https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/
wishlist/1X7YACS0553A6/ 
 
For those without easy internet access, 
several ongoing needs include:  Raman 
Noodles, macaroni and cheese cups, 
sweatshirts (teen and adult sizes), colored 
pencils, individual applesauce/fruit cups, 
socks, and men’s/women’s razors. 
 
Look for the bin in the Welcoming Space 
to place your donations.  Thank you! 

First delivery by Becky Erdmann  
and Judi Hein 

Grace Tibben-Lembke was 
interning at Eddy House for 

our first meal delivery! 

mailto:reimaginedtreasures2@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1X7YACS0553A6/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1X7YACS0553A6/
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Ongoing Faith Formation 
 
Sundays 

• 8:40am Earlybird class 

• 10am Kids’ Community for 3 
years through High School 

• 10am  Adult Faith Formation 

 

Tuesdays  

• 12pm Lectionary Bible Class 

 

Thursdays  

• 3pm  Bible Study 

• 5:30-8:00pm Journey with Christ 

• 7-8pm GIFT: Growing In Faith 
Together (learning groups for all 
ages)  

 
Call the church office for  holiday 

class schedules 

Lenten Schedule 

 

Midweek Lenten Potluck and 
Worship 

Thursdays, March 8, 15, 22 
6pm Soup Potluck 

6:30 Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday Worship 
March 31 

 
7:30am & 11am—Dramatic Narrative 

According to the Gospel of  Mark 
 

Palm Sunday In the Park 

 9am Procession 
 9:15am Ecumenical Worship  

No other 9am Worship on this day  
 

 

 

 
 
 

The Triduum: 
The Great “Three Days” 

 

• March 29, Maundy Thursday, 7pm  

 

• March 30, Good Friday, 7pm  

 

• March 31, The Vigil of Easter, 6pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter Day   

Sunday, April 1  
7:30am Worship  | 9:00 am & 

11:00am - Traditional worship with 
Great Basin Brass, Timpani and Choir  

Ongoing Meetings /Events 
 
Sundays 

• 8am  4GSus Band rehearsal 

• 9:30am  Adult choir rehearsal (choir 

room) 

• Second Mile Giving (3rd Sun./month) 

• Shared Harvest (4th Sun./month) 

 

Mondays 

• 9:30am  Hearts & Hands Quilters (1st 

& 3rd Mon./month) 
 

Tuesdays 

• 5:30pm Justice Huddle (2nd Tues./

month) 

• 6pm Personnel Team (1st Tues./

month) 

• 6pm Green Team (4thTues./month) 
 

Wednesdays    

• 1pm Rebekah Circle (2nd Weds./

month)  

• 5pm OWLS Dinner (3rd Weds./month) 

• 5:30pm Governing Board (3rd Weds./

month) 

• 7pm Matthew 25 Team (3rd Weds./

month) 
 

Thursdays      

• 5:30-8pm Journey with Christ  

• 7-8pm GIFT  

 

Fridays 

• 9:15am Worship Setup 

• 9:15am Women’s Coffee Club (3rd 

Fri./month) 

Weekday Adult Bible 
Classes 

 
Tuesdays | Noon—Bible class led 
by the upcoming Sunday’s preaching 
pastor at noon on Tuesdays in the 
Ministry Center.  Feel free to bring 
your lunch.   
 
Thursdays | 3pm—Study God’s 
Word with this self-led group weekly 
in the Ministry Center.   
 
Thursdays | 7pm—Dig deeper into 
faith topics.  Discussions led by pas-
tors and members with follow up re-
flection facilitated by a pastor. 

Long Range Planning 
Focus Group Discussions 

March 8 at 7pm; March 18 at 10am 

 
 

Your input is essential! 

 
 
 

Mark your calendars now!  On Thursday, March 8, at 7pm and Sunday, 
March 18 at 10am the Long Range Planning Team invites you to participate 
in a second round of focus group discussions.  These discussions are an 
opportunity to check back in with the congregation about what we’ve heard 
from you as we move forward in making recommendations for our 5-year 
plan.  Your input is an essential part of this process!  Please look for us 
in Shepherd Hall. 
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NOT YOUR USUAL SOCIAL STATEMENT 
 
“Our Lutheran tradition has emphasized that God’s grace comes to humans without any 
prerequisites.  When God repairs God’s relationship with us, it is entirely a result of God’s gen-
erosity, not something we have earned.  As a result, we cannot know the limits of God’s grace 
and love.  Any attempt to define a limit introduces a prerequisite.  God’s remarkable generosity 
frees us to engage in inter-religious outreach and in this way to embody God’s generosity.  Our 
calling is to come to know our neighbors and in doing so to see them in the image of God.” 
 
This paragraph is part of a draft statement that, if approved by the 2019 Churchwide Assembly, 
will become official policy of the ELCA.  The document looks a lot like a Social Statement and is 
going through a similar review process.  Individual Lutherans and congregations can send feed-
back until June 30, 2018. The Statement is the result of a commitment made in 1991 by the 

ELCA to create a “separate, official statement” that would “reflect the distinct responsibility for the church to enter into 
conversations and reach greater understanding with people of other faiths.”  It seems especially timely in this era of con-
troversy over immigration, travel bans, and divisions of every kind.   
 
The full title is “A Declaration of our Inter-Religious Commitment:  A draft policy statement of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America,” and the “declaration” part implies action impelled by commitment.  The Statement is too long to 
analyze here, but it’s different from a Social Statement in that it is more specific and action-oriented.  Doing nothing is 
not an option, as shown in passages like this: “Yet, in the face of bigotry, apathy and passivity are not neutral.  They too 
can be destructive. . .  Action is, in fact, required of us.”  “. . .  Lutherans are called to move beyond tolerance of 
our religiously diverse neighbors to engagement with them.” 
 
The Declaration continues, “Participating in inter-religious relations does not diminish but deepens our faith.  By engag-
ing our neighbors, we learn to articulate our faith more clearly.”  The document reminds us that as Lutheran Christians 
we are to love and serve God and our neighbor, and that “neighbor” includes those whose religion is different from ours, 
or who have no religion at all.  And the quote at the top of the page reminds us that we are to love and serve our neigh-
bor humbly and without judgment because they are made in the image of God, just as we are.   
 
The Declaration names specific actions we can take to love and serve neighbors who are not like us.  One is recognize 
that each of us can make a difference.  Another is relinquishing our privilege and letting go of the need to always issue 
the invitation or be in control of the process.  The Statement is blunt in several places: “We will engage our neighbors of 
other religions and worldviews with respect for their traditions and will not approach inter-religious relations as a means 
for manipulative or deceptive attempts at conversion.”  “The ELCA will defend human rights and oppose all forms of 
religious bigotry, fear-mongering, violence, discrimination and persecution and stand in solidarity with those who 
experience them, whether they are Christian or of another religious tradition or worldview. . . ”  “The ELCA will seek to be 
aware of when we have made mistakes or missteps, acknowledge them, and seek repentance, reconciliation and right 
relationship with our inter-religious neighbors.” 
 
Nevada has a pretty good record on inter-religious cooperation, but there is much more we can do.  Lutheran Engage-
ment and Advocacy in Nevada (LEAN) has historically collaborated with other Christian denominations in doing 
social justice advocacy.  This Declaration can be a call to action for us to collaborate with those of other reli-
gions or none.  Advancing the common good is a goal we all share.   
 
To read the full statement and to provide feedback, go to http://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-
Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Draft-Policy-Statement 
 
For more information about LEAN (Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in Nevada), visit their website at: 
https://leanforjustice.wordpress.com/ 
 
Our thanks to Sheila Freed for this information! 

http://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Draft-Policy-Statement
http://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Draft-Policy-Statement
https://leanforjustice.wordpress.com/


JANUARY Financial Report 

 
General  Operating Fund   
JAN. Income:   $   42,768.35 
JAN. Expense:                    $   44,071.11 
JAN.  Income/Expense $     -1302.76 
 
Year-to-date Income:   $   42,768.35 
Year-to-date Expenses:  $   44,071.11 
Income/Expense Year-to-Date:   $     -1302.76 
JAN.  1, 2017  Gen. Checking Balance  $   14,675.77 
JAN. 31, 2017 Gen. Checking Balance  $   13,373.01 
  
Other Accounts:    
Project Lazarus   $     1,105.30 
Youth Fund $     2,468.17 
Columbarium Fund   $   21,647.06 
Memorial Fund $     3,908.43 
Building Funds (all)   $   94,676.14 
 
Questions or Concerns?   
Contact:  

• Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finances  
deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

• Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary 
financial@goodshepherdreno.org 

• Ken Narducy, Governing Board Treasurer    
knarducy@pacbell.net  

Heritage & Hope Progress Report 
 
LOAN BALANCE REDUCED 
Pledges received the first year of the three-year Heritage & Hope capital campaign totaled 
$238,637.  Generous gifts in excess of pledges, totaled $23,816.65.  These gifts included 
$511.65 in donations from the children and youth of the congregation.  “This is exciting 
news,” said campaign co-chair Linda Smith. “The generosity of the members of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is 
inspiring.  This means we can continue to make accelerated loan payments in 2018.  We are so thankful for everyone’s par-
ticipation.” The loan balance as of January 31, 2018 is $550,493.07. 
 
LOAN REFINANCED 
In October, in part due to our excellent payment record, Mission Investment Fund refinanced the loan rate down from 4.75% 
to 3.875%.  “While this reduced our required minimum monthly payment,” noted co-chair Larry Beermann, “the Building Fi-
nance Team agreed to continue making the original $9,450 monthly payment.  This means our loan balance will decrease 
more quickly, thereby reducing the amount of interest we pay each year.” 
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS 
In 2017 the Building Finance Team approved contracting for the installation of a sign at the corner of Clay Street and Califor-
nia.  The City of Reno Building Department approved the sign application.  Sierra Signs Source is in the process of installing 
the sign.  As soon as the sign is completed, Jensen Electric will install electric service and a light fixture to illuminate this 
sign. 
 
The Building Finance Team is exploring the proposed upgrade of the video screen above the audio/video booth as the next 
capital project funded by the Heritage & Hope campaign.  The proposed screen will eliminate the annoying black grid creat-
ed by the four screen frames.  The original screens will be installed in the Welcoming space and the Nursery.  The Audio 
Video team is also exploring the installation of video cameras that would allow the choir to view the pastors and scripture 
readers on the new screen and potentially video stream worship services. 

Governing Board Update  
by Lori Bigham, Governing Board Secretary 
 
The Lenten Season is a time for prayer, devotion, and re-
flection in anticipation of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
At the LCGS, March is a busy month with Sunday weekly 
worship, midweek Lenten Worship, Holy Week and then 
Easter. Please check in your “What’s Happening” to stay 
up-to-date on days and times.   
 
As a partner in religion in our community, we have had a 
series of guest speakers bringing their perspectives to 
world religion as a way of understanding how we as Chris-
tians fit within world religions. We have enjoyed guest 
speakers Rajan Zed sharing his knowledge about Hindu-
ism and Rev. Matthew Fisher who spoke to us about Bud-
dhism.  Upcoming guests will speak on Judaism, Islam 
and the LDS Church as well.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation. 
 
Much excitement is buzzing around our youth and attend-
ing the National Youth Gathering in July.  We have ten 
youth and four adults preparing to attend.  The youth shall 
be holding several fundraisers including a dinner event, 
two bake sales, helping with the Ladies’ Tea, and a plant 
sale.  As a congregation, it is our opportunity to support 
the youth through attending these events and making 
room for a house plant or two (2) in your home.  All dona-
tions are appreciated while giving a bit extra will be greatly 
appreciated.  Let’s get our youth to Houston! 
 
It is a pleasure to serve on the Governing Board and I 
would like to invite you to prepare with me, during the Len-
ten Season for the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

mailto:deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:financial@goodshepherdreno.org
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Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

357 Clay Street, Reno, NV  89501 
775-329-0696; Fax 775-329-0703 

email:  staff@goodshepherdreno.org;  website:  http://www.goodshepherdreno.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday—9am to 5pm; Friday—9am to 4pm 

 
Staff of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

 

                                       Staff     Extension          Email 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new to the faith. 
 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or do not believe. 
 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 
 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the church.   
 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability and challenge, sexual  
orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender  

and queer persons to participate in the life of the congregation. 
 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers.  This is a place where you are  
welcome to celebrate and grieve, to rejoice and recover.   

 
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 
This is a place where lives are made new. 

 
Come and see! 

Notary Public Service  
Available at Good Shepherd 

 

Office Coordinator Maribeth Doerr is a Notary 
Public.  If you need documents notarized, call 
the office to schedule an appointment with 
Maribeth.  She’ll be happy to notarize your 
documents free (with proper identification of 

Photos  

 

We are enjoying the ability to have color photos in 
our publications and to be able to take candid shots 
of our ministry in action.  If you do NOT want your 
photo included in any of these publications, please 
alert the photographer/staff and let them know.  Oth-
erwise, you may see your face in print!     

 ~ Deanna Gaunt 

Pr. J. Erik Allen, Co-Lead Pastor 
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen, Co-Lead Pastor 

Deanna Gaunt, Dir. of Worship, Finances, & Communication 
Shaun O’Reilly, Director of Faith Formation 

Maribeth Doerr, Office Coordinator & Pastoral Care Assistant 
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary 

Jennie Tibben, Choir Director 
Andrea Lenz, Organist 

Pr. Tom Blake, High School Youth Coordinator 
Derek Nance, Youth Chime / Handbell Director 

Ciara Hornbarger, Faith Formation Assistant 
Nathan Hickox-Young, AV Specialist 

Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller, Events Coordinator 
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Holy Week At Good Shepherd 
 

Palm Sunday | Sunday of the Passion 
Sunday, March 25 

The Triduum:   The Great “Three Days” 
The services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Vigil of Easter unfold in a single movement,  

as the church each year makes the passage with Christ through death into life. 

 March 29  | Maundy Thursday | 7pm — We hear the absolution pronounced upon the confes-
sion that began on Ash Wednesday, and hear Christ’s great commandment as we remember the Last Supper. 

March 30 | Good Friday Tenebrae | 7 pm — Tenebrae means “darkness”; as the light dims in 
the sanctuary and darkness grows, we remember the suffering and death of Jesus offered on the cross for our 
salvation. 

   Stations in the City | 4pm  We gather at Trinity Episcopal Church and walk to various            
 stations through out the downtown area. 

 March 31| The Vigil of Easter | 6 pm — In the darkness we wait for the light of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, and we return to the waters of Baptism to celebrate our new birth with him.      

Palm Sunday 

  In the Park 

 

 9am Procession 

 9:15am Ecumenical 
Worship 

   

No other 9am 

  Worship on this day  

Passion Sunday 
Worship 

 

7:30am & 11am 
Dramatic Narrative 

According to the 
Gospel of  Mark 

Easter Worship Times 

7:30am  Traditional Worship 

     

9am & 11am  
Traditional Worship with Great 
Basin Brass, Timpani & Choir 

__________ 

 

 

Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd 

 
 

California Ave at Arlington St.  

 

goodshepherdreno.org 

775-329-0696 

Christ is Risen! 
 

Sunday,  April 1  
 

   The Resurrection of 
Our Lord 

 
Co-Lead Pastors  
Rev. J. Erik Allen 

 and  

Rev. Dr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

 






